
 

EST	I	–	Literacy	Test	I	

	
Student’s Name _____________________________________ 

National ID _____________________________________ 

Test Center: _____________________________________ 

 

Duration: 35 minutes 

44 Multiple Choice Questions 

Instructions: 

- Place your answer on the answer sheet. Mark only one answer for each of the 
multiple choice questions. 

- Avoid guessing. Your answers should reflect your overall understanding of the 
subject matter. 

 
  



Directions: Each passage below is accompanied by a number of questions. For some questions, 
you will consider how the passage might be revised to improve the expression of ideas. For other 
questions, you will consider how the passage might be edited to correct errors in sentence 
structure, usage, or punctuation. A passage or a question may be accompanied by one or more 
graphics (such as a table or graph) that you will consider as you make revising and editing 
decisions. Some questions will direct you to an underlined portion of a passage. Other questions 
will direct you to a location in a passage or ask you to think about the passage as a whole. After 
reading each passage, choose the answer to each question that most effectively improves the 
quality of writing in the passage or that makes the passage conform to the conventions of 
standard written English. Many questions include a “NO CHANGE” option. Choose that option 
if you think the best choice is to leave the relevant portion of the passage as it is. 
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Questions 1-11 are based on the following passage. 

The Montessori Method 

The lessons are individual, and brevity must 
be one of their chief characteristics. Dante 
gives excellent advice to teachers when he 
says, “Let thy words be counted.” The more 
carefully we cut away useless words, the 
more perfect will become the lesson. (1)And 
in preparing the lessons which she is to give, 
the teacher must pay special attention to this 
point, counting and weighing the value of the 
words which she is to speak. 

Another characteristic quality of the lesson in 
the "Children's Houses" is its simplicity. It 
must be (2) obtained of all that is not absolute 
truth. That the teacher must not lose herself 
in vain words, is included in the first quality 
of (3) conciseness; this second, then, is 
closely related to the first: that is, the 
carefully chosen words must be the most 
simple it is possible to find, and must refer to 
the truth. 

The third quality of the lesson is its 
objectivity. (4) Objectivity, opposite to 
subjectivity, remains essential when planning 
a lesson. There shall remain in evidence only 
the object to which she wishes to call the 
attention of the child. This brief and simple 
lesson must be considered by the teacher as 
an explanation of the object and of the use 
which the child can make of it. 

(5) 1. In the giving of such lessons the 
fundamental guide must be the method of 
observation, in which is included and 
understood the liberty of the child. 2. And she 
must take great care not to offend the 
principles of liberty. 

1.A. NO CHANGE  
B. But 
C. As well as 
D. Frankly speaking 

2.A. NO CHANGE 
B. stripped 
C. removed 
D. rejected 

3.A. NO CHANGE 
B. conciseness, this second,  
C. conciseness—this second,  
D. conciseness … this second,  

4.Which of the following statements 
best explains objectivity when giving 
a lesson? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. Objectivity can often be a 

fundamental aspect of teaching. 
C. Objectivity is the action of 

removing one’s self from the 
subject at hand. 

D. The lesson must be presented in 
such a way that the personality of 
the teacher shall disappear.  

5.The writer would like to insert this 
sentence to provide further support to 
her argument in this paragraph. 

“So the teacher shall observe whether 
the child interests himself in the 
object, how he is interested in it, for 
how long, etc., even noticing the 
expression of his face.” 

The best placement for this 
sentence is 

A. before sentence 1. 
B. before sentence 2. 
C. before sentence 3. 
D. after sentence 3. 
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3. For, if she (6) has provoken the child to 
make an unnatural effort, she will no longer 
know what is the spontaneous activity of the 
child. If, therefore, the lesson rigorously 
prepared in this brevity, simplicity, and truth 
is not understood by the child, is not accepted 
by him as an explanation of the object. The 
teacher must be warned of two things: first, 
not to insist by repeating the (7) lesson; and 
second, not to make the child feel that he has 
made a mistake, or that he is not understood. 
In doing so she will cause him to make an 
effort to understand, and will thus alter the 
natural state which must be used by her in 
making her psychological observation. A few 
examples may serve to illustrate this point. 

Let us suppose, for example, that the teacher 
(8) thinks to teach a child the two colours, red 
and blue. She desires (9) to attracting the 
attention of the child to the object. She says, 
therefore, "Look at this." Then, in order to 
teach the colours, she says, showing him the 
red, "This is red," raising her voice a little and 
pronouncing the word "red" slowly and 
clearly; then showing him the other colour, 
"This is blue." (10) Losing track that the child 
has understood, she says to him, "Give me the 
red,"—"Give me the blue." Let us suppose 
that the child in following this last direction 
makes a mistake. The teacher does not repeat 
and does not insist; (11) she smiles, gives the 
child a friendly caress and takes away the 
colours.  

6.A. NO CHANGE 
B. had provoken 
C. provokes 
D. provoke 

7.A. NO CHANGE 
B. lesson, and second,  
C. lesson and second,  
D. lesson— and second,  

8. Which of the following best 
expresses the teacher’s own 
motivation to teach? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. wishes 
C. is asked 
D. needs 

9.A. NO CHANGE 
B. attracting 
C. to attracts 
D. to attract 

10.A. NO CHANGE 
B. To make sure 
C. Reiterating after 
D. With careful precision 

11.A. NO CHANGE  
B. she smiles, gives the child, a 

friendly caress and takes away 
the colours. 

C. she smiles gives the child a 
friendly caress and takes away 
the colours. 

D. she smiles, gives the child a 
friendly caress, and takes away 
the colours. 
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Questions 12 through 22 are based on the following passage. 

Music  

Music deals first of all with feeling or emotion. 
But since emotion may be guided by the mind 
and transfused by the imagination (12) since 
emotion is not a separate and isolated part of our 
being—so music may be so ordered by the mind 
and so transfused by the imagination as to 
become intellectual and imaginative. It is true 
that the greater part of the music produced and 
performed deals only with emotion, but this is 
equally true of literature. The popular novel is 
one tenth emotion, one tenth mind, and the rest 
imagination. (13) Moreover, it is with music, 
though such illogical invention as one 
constantly finds in many popular novels would 
be intolerable in any music. Since there seems 
to be an incongruity between the statement that 
music has no definite meaning and the statement 
that it is intellectual, (14) this leaves no room for 
reconciliation. 
(15) We must first of all distinguish between 
the quality itself and the expression of the 
quality. A person may have a mind stored 
with wisdom and be completely what we call 
“intellectual,” without ever expressing 
himself by a spoken or written word. His 
wisdom exists by itself and for itself, entirely 
separated from (16) their expression. If he 
expresses himself, and with skill, we call that 
expression literature, but, in any case, it 
remains wisdom. And what is wisdom? It is 
what Mr. Eliot describes a liberal education 
to be—“a state of mind:” it is the fusion of 
(17) knowledge with experience, with 
feeling, and imagination. 

12.A. NO CHANGE 
B. since, emotion is not a separate 

and isolated part of our being—
so  

C. since, emotion is not a separate 
and isolated part of our being so  

D. since—emotion is not a separate 
and isolated part of our being—
so 

13.A. NO CHANGE 
B. So 
C. In fact 
D. Regardless 

14. Which of the following best 
concludes the sentence and 
transitions to the next paragraph? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. it has caused an even further gap 

of understanding between the 
two. 

C. let us take a specific illustration 
and see if we cannot reconcile 
the apparent confliction.  

D. reconciliation proves to be a 
difficult feat. 

15. The author is considering deleting the 
underlined sentence. Should the 
sentence be kept or deleted? 

A. Kept, the sentence provides 
detailed support for the 
argument. 

B. Kept, the sentence introduces the 
paragraph and transitions from 
the previous paragraph. 

C. Deleted, the sentence is unrelated 
to the rest of the paragraph. 

D. Deleted, the sentence provides 
details that should not be 
presented in the beginning of the 
paragraph. 

16.A. NO CHANGE 
B. its’ 
C. its 
D. it’s 

17.A. NO CHANGE 
B. knowledge with experience, with 

feeling, and with imagination. 
C. knowledge with experience, 

feeling, and with imagination. 
D. knowledge with experience, 

feeling, and the imagination. 
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Now words are symbols which (18) diminish 
in their efficacy as they try to compass feeling 
and imagination. If the wise man is cold, he 
can say, “I am cold:” but if he wishes to tell 
you of his idea of God, he has no words 
adequate for the purpose, because he is 
dealing with something which is not in the 
domain of knowledge alone—which he can 
feel, or perhaps imagine, but cannot define. 
The reason alone never even touches the far-
away circle of that perfection which we 
believe to exist, and the subtle inner relations 
between man and the visible and invisible 
world refuse to be harnessed to language. For 
these he finds expression in some form of 
beauty. (19) “The beautiful,” says Goethe, “is 
a manifestation of the secret laws of nature 
which, but for this appearance, had been 
forever concealed from us.” 

So we say that in wisdom the qualities we call 
insight, feeling, and imagination must find 
for themselves some more plastic medium of 
expression than language. And when that 
plastic medium, though non-definitive, has 
those qualities of (20) subjectivity, 
continuity, and form which are essential to all 
intellectual expression, we are justified in 
calling it “intellectual.” Let us take for our 
specific illustration the first movement of the 
Ninth Symphony of Beethoven. It is 
impossible to imagine this as an expression 
of feeling only, untouched by thought or by 
imagination. The inevitable conclusion 
arrived at by any person (21) who’s 
understands it is that the feeling is absolutely 
controlled by the mind, and that it is 
imagination that gives it its extraordinary 
effect. (22)  

18. Which choice most effectively 
expresses the author’s argument 
about words and their waning power? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. change 
C. disrupt 
D. improve 

19. The author is considering removing 
the quotation marks in the underlined 
portion. Should she do so? 

A. Yes. The quotation represents the 
author’s inner thoughts. 

B. Yes. The quotation marks are 
inconsistent with the style of the 
passage. 

C. No. The quotation marks serve to 
break from the flow of the 
passage to introduce new ideas.  

D. No. The quotation marks 
symbolize a word-for-word 
account to support the author’s 
argument. 

20. Which choice best matches the rest of 
the qualities the author mentions? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. objectivity 
C. rarity 
D. unstructured 

21.A. NO CHANGE 
B. which 
C. whom 
D. that 
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22. Which choice best concludes the 
passage and matches the author’s 
writing style? 

A. Is imagination then the key to all 
expression? 

B. Music, with a buh-dum-tss, 
expresses what words cannot 
express. 

C. That being said, music then 
becomes a language through 
imagination to express one’s 
thoughts and feelings without the 
frustration that comes with 
“looking for the right word.”   

D. Expression is and will always be 
at its peak when involving music 
as it is the essence of language 
without words. 
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Questions 23 through 33 are based on the following passage. 

The Story of Geographical Discovery 

We have seen how the Portuguese had slowly 
coasted along the shore of Africa during the 
fifteenth century in search of a way to the 
Indies. By the end of the century, mariners 
portulanos gave a rude yet (23) effective 
account of the littoral of Africa, both on the 
west and the eastern side. Not only did they 
explore the coast, but they settled upon (24) 
it, at Amina on the Guinea coast, at Loando 
near the Congo, and at Benguela on the 
western coast, they established stations from 
whence to despatch the gold and ivory, and, 
above all, the slaves, which turned out to be 
the chief African products of use to 
Europeans. On the east coast they settled at 
Sofala, a port of Mozambique; and in 
Zanzibar they possessed no less than three 
ports: those first visited by Vasco da Gama 
and (25) afterwards celebrated by Milton in 
the sonorous line contained in the gorgeous 
geographical excursus in the Eleventh 
Book—  

"Mombaza and Quiloa and Melind." 
   —Paradise Lost, xi. 339.  

1. It is probable that, besides settling on the 
coast, the Portuguese from time to time made 
explorations into the interior. 2. At any rate, 
in some maps of the sixteenth and (26) 17th 
century there is shown a remarkable 
knowledge of the course of the Nile. 3. (27) 
We, which can be scarcely other than the 
Victoria, Albert Nyanza, and Tanganyika, 
see it terminated in three large lakes. 4. The 
Mountains of the Moon also figure 
prominently, and it was only almost the other 
day that Mr. Stanley re-discovered them.  

23. Which choice best emphasizes the 
practicality of the account versus the 
mannerless? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. subjective 
C. unprecedented 
D. tactful 

24.A. NO CHANGE 
B. it— at  
C. it. At 
D. it at 

25.A. NO CHANGE 
B. as time gradually passes by 
C. unknowingly  
D. certainly enough 

26.A. NO CHANGE 
B. seventeenth 
C. seventh 
D. seventeen 

27.A. NO CHANGE 
B. We see it, which can be scarcely 

other than the Victoria, Albert 
Nyanza, and Tanganyika, 
terminated in three large lakes.  

C. We see it terminated, which can 
be scarcely other than the 
Victoria, Albert Nyanza, and 
Tanganyika, in three large lakes.  

D. We see it terminated in three large 
lakes, which can be scarcely other 
than the Victoria, Albert Nyanza, 
and Tanganyika.  
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(28) 5. It is difficult, however, to determine 
how far these entries on the Portuguese maps 
were due to actual knowledge or report, or to 
the traditions of a still earlier knowledge of 
these lakes and mountains; for in the maps 
accompanying the early editions of Ptolemy 
we likewise obtain the same information, 
which is repeated by the Arabic geographers, 
obviously from Ptolemy, and not from actual 
observation. 6. When the two great French 
cartographers Delisle and D'Anville 
determined not to insert anything on their 
maps for which they had not some evidence, 
these lakes and mountains disappeared, and 
thus it has come about that maps of the 
seventeenth century often appear to display 
more knowledge of the interior of Africa than 
those of the beginning of the nineteenth, at 
least (29) with regard to the sources of the 
Nile.  

African exploration of the interior begins 
with the search for the sources of the Nile, 
and has been mainly concluded by the 
determination of the course of the three other 
great rivers, the Niger, the Zambesi, and the 
Congo. It is remarkable that all four rivers 
(30) has had their course determined by 
persons of British nationality. The names of 
Bruce and Grant will always be associated 
with the Nile, that of Mungo Park with the 
Niger, Dr. Livingstone with the Zambesi, and 
Mr. Stanley with the Congo. It is not 
inappropriate that, (31) accept in the case of 
the Congo, England should control the course 
of the rivers (32) (which her sons first made 
accessible to civilization).  

We have seen that there was an ancient 
tradition reported by Herodotus, that the Nile 
trended off to the west and became there the 
river Niger; while still earlier there was an 
impression that part of it at any rate wandered 
eastward, and some way joined on to the 
same source as the Tigris and Euphrates—at 
least that seems to be the (33) suggestion.  

28. To make this paragraph most logical, 
sentence 5 should be placed 

A. where it is now. 
B. before sentence 1. 
C. after sentence 2. 
D. after sentence 6. 

29.A. NO CHANGE 
B. in comparison to 
C. because of 
D. due to 

30.A. NO CHANGE 
B. had has 
C. have had 
D. had had 

31.A. NO CHANGE 
B. except 
C. exempt 
D. expect 

32. What should be done with the 
parentheses? 

A. Keep them. The information 
within the parentheses is 
nonrestrictive. 

B. Keep them. The parentheses 
offer a change in tone. 

C. Delete them. The information 
within the parentheses is 
necessary. 

D. Delete them. Parentheses can 
only be placed in the middle of a 
sentence, not the end. 

33. Which of the following choices best 
emphasizes doubt? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. input 
C. explicit meaning  
D. uncertainty  
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Questions 34 through 44 are based on the following passage. 
 
Ice-caves of France and Switzerland 

As we stood at the mouth of the low entrance, 
making final preparations for a plunge into 
the darkness, I perceived a strong cold current 
blowing out from the cave—sufficiently 
strong and cold to render knickerbocker 
stockings a very unavailing protection. (34) 
While engaged in the discovery that this style 
of dress is not without its drawbacks, I found, 
to my surprise, that the direction of the 
current suddenly changed, and the cold blast 
which had before blown out of the cave, now 
blew almost as strongly in. The arch of 
entrance was so low, that the top was about 
on a level with my waist; so that our faces and 
the upper parts of our bodies were not 
exposed to the current, and the strangeness of 
the effect was thus considerably increased. 

34.A. NO CHANGE 
B. While engaged, I found,  in the 

discovery that this style of dress is 
not without its drawbacks, to my 
surprise, that the direction of the 
current suddenly changed, 

C. While engaged in the discovery 
that this style of dress is not 
without its drawbacks, to my 
surprise, that the direction, I 
found, of the current suddenly 
changed, 

D. While engaged, to my surprise, in 
the discovery that this style of 
dress is not without its drawbacks 
that the direction, I found, of the 
current suddenly changed, 
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As a matter of curiosity, we lighted a (35) 
bougie, and placed (36) it on the edge of the 
snow, at the top of the slope of 3 or 4 feet 
which led down the surface of the ice, and 
then stood to watch the effect of the current 
on the flame. (37) The experiment proved 
that the currents alternated, and, as I fancied, 
regularly; and in order to determine, if 
possible, the law of this alternation, I 
observed with my watch the exact duration of 
each current. For twenty-two seconds the 
flame of the bougie was blown away from the 
entrance, so strongly as to assume a 
horizontal position, and almost to leave the 
wick: then the current ceased, and the flame 
rose with a stately air to a vertical position, 
moving down again steadily till it became 
once more horizontal, but now pointing in 
towards the cave. This change occupied in all 
four seconds; and the current inwards lasted-
-like the outward current--twenty-two 
seconds, and then the whole phenomenon 
was repeated. The currents kept such good 
time, that when I stood beyond their reach, 
and turned my back, I was enabled to 
announce each change with perfect precision. 
On one occasion, the flame performed its 
semicircle in a horizontal instead of a vertical 
plane, moving round the wick in the shape of 
a pea-flower. The day was very still, so that 
no external winds could have anything to do 
with this singular alternation; and, indeed, the 
pit was so completely sheltered by its shape, 
that a storm might have raged outside without 
producing any perceptible effect below like 
(38) the terrorization of a murder of crows. It 
would be difficult to explain the regularity of 
these opposite currents, (39) since it is not so 
difficult to see that some such (40) oscillation 
might be expected. It will be better, however, 
to defer any suggestions on this point till the 
glacière has been more fully described. 

35.A. NO CHANGE 
B. bougie 
C. bougie 
D. (bougie) 

36.A. NO CHANGE 
B. its 
C. her 
D. their 

37. What should be done with the 
underlined portion? 

A. Keep it, it provides necessary 
information related to the 
author’s discovery. 

B. Keep it, it creates a link between 
the main idea and the supporting 
details. 

C. Delete it, it disctracts the reader 
from the initial main idea of the 
passage. 

D. Delete it, it is unrelated to the 
rest of the passage. 

38.A.  NO CHANGE 
B. a snowstorm hitting your house 

while you’re at work. 
C. a tornado hitting your home as 

you hide in the cellar.  
D. being poisoned by a berry you 

thought was safe. 

39.A. NO CHANGE 
B. because 
C. and 
D. but 

40. The author wants to express 
movement. Which choice best 
accomplishes this goal? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. hesitation 
C. immobility 
D. idleness 
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 (41) As our eyes became accustomed to the 
darkness, we saw (42) someone, an indistinct 
light, streaming into the cave from some low 
point at a considerable distance, apparently 
on a level with the floor; and this we 
afterwards found to be the bottom of the 
larger of the two pits we had already (43) 
fathomed, pit A of the diagram; and we 
eventually discovered a similar but much 
smaller communication with the bottom of 
(44) pit B. In each of these pits there was a 
considerable pyramid of snow, whose base 
was on a level with the floor of the glacière: 
the connecting archway in the case of pit A 
was 3 or 4 feet high, allowing us to pass into 
the pit and round the pyramid with perfect 
ease, while that leading to pit B was less than 
a foot high, so that no passage could be 
forced. 

 

41. Which of the following sentences best 
introduces the paragraph? 

A. The ice-cave was frozen solid. 
B. It became increasingly more 

difficult to keep track of the floor 
plan. 

C. We passed down at length 
through the low archway and 
stood on the floor of ice.  

D. The floor plan became more and 
more complex. 

42.A. NO CHANGE 
B. something 
C. everyone 
D. everything 

43. Which of the following best 
emphasizes the extent of the author’s 
exploration of the ice-cave? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. seen 
C. discerned 
D. glanced 

44. Which choice offers the most 
accurate interpretation of the graphic 
that supports the statement? 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. section H 
C. section F 
D. section C 

 
 


